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The Schulz Group of Companies  
Specialists for High-Grade Projects 

A new plant in Brazil, new machinery in Germany and an extended distribution network around the entire world, The Schulz Group of
Companies has extended its capacity in all areas.  “Now we are ready for the growing project requirements of the future," explains general
manager Joachim Wickenkamp.  The company specialises in producing fittings, seamless and welded pipes for challenging applications in
industries such as water treatment, nuclear power, oil and gas.  So, the products are made of high-quality materials such as duplex and super
duplex, high nickel alloys and super austenites, titanium and 6Mo grades. The company's speciality is cold forming. 

A new plant in Brazil,
new machinery in Ger-
many and an extended
distribution network
around the entire world,
The Schulz Group of Com-
panies has extended its
capacity in all areas.
“Now we are ready for the
growing project require-
ments of the future," ex-
plains general manager
Joachim Wickenkamp.
The company specialises
in producing fittings,
seamless and welded
pipes for challenging ap-
plications in industries
such as water treatment,
nuclear power, oil and
gas.  So, the products are
made of high-quality ma-
terials such as duplex
and super duplex, high
nickel alloys and super
austenites, titanium and
6Mo grades. The com-
pany's speciality is cold
forming. 

"We're in the fast
lane,” says Wickenkamp,
describing the growth
path of the Schulz Group
of Companies.  The latest
highlight is a new pipe
factory in Brazil.  Formally
opened in October 2008,
it is already the second
step for the company in
Brazil.  The Schulz Group
of Companies already
commissioned a fitting
plant in the spring of
2007.  "And production is
running fantastically
well,” Wickenkamp re-
ports.  Fittings are made
in a factory hall 8,600
square metres large and
are then sold all round
the world. The products
are cold formed up to
24inch SCH160. 

Second Plant in
Brazil

The new plant,
which produces
l o n g i t u d i n a l l y
welded pipes from
eight inches in di-
ameter, is situated
on the same site

as, practically a stones
throw away from, the fit-
ting works.  "One great
advantage is that we can
now process our own
starting materials,” says
Wickenkamp.  In this area
we are now "fully inde-
pendent," he says.  In the
6,300 square metre-large
hall, the company makes
pipes out of high-quality
starting materials. 

The new factory is a
joint venture of the Schulz
Group of Companies with
Erndtebrücker Eisenwerk
GmbH + Co. KG and
Heinz Gothe GmbH und
Co. KG.  The project was
planned with an eye to
the future – the site still
offers a lot of space for
possible future expan-
sion. 

Main Plant Modernised
In addition, the fac-

tory at the company's
main site in Krefeld has
been extended and up-
graded.  "We've built a
new fabricating hall and
doubled the amount of
bevelling equipment.
We've developed a new
route for starting material
inspection which makes it
possible to examine them
automatically.  In that way
small parts can also get
a stamp code before saw-
ing," says Wickenkamp.
The machinery in Krefeld
consists of 18 high-speed
saws, 10 cold-forming
presses, 12 bevelling
units, 8 solution anneal-
ing furnaces and many
testing facilities.  He con-
tinued, “It’s important to
have the flexibility and ex-
pertise to respond to the
demand in the market
place and explore the
possibilities that arise.
Our team is highly experi-
enced in the various form-
ing techniques and is
constantly thinking of new
ways to use it.  For exam-
ple, we just have finished
the construction of a new
press to produce large di-

ameter tees, re-
ducers and caps
of up to 52 inch di-
ameter and 6
inches of  wall
thickness same
as special head-

ers. The press is up and
running and is a welcome
expansion of our manu-
facturing facilities.” In ad-
dition, the headquarters
in Krefeld has a new
home, which is in line
with the company’s
growth plans. The new
complex opened in early
2009. 

Header Pipe
Header pipe is a new

product in the Schulz
product portfolio. “We are
able to produce headers
up to 52 inches OD and a
maximum wall thickness
of 100mm in cold and hot
forming technique.  Our
production method en-
ables us to produce them
with several outlets in
one line or different an-
gles to each other and on
opposite sites. We will
produce headers in all
kinds of stainless steels,
carbon and alloy steels,”
explains Wickenkamp.

What is the aim of
these investments?
"That's obvious. We want
to be equipped for the in-
ternational increase in
projects that require our
products," Wickenkamp
says. He sees the great-
est potential in the fields
of water treatment, the oil
and gas industries and
nuclear sectors. “Desali-
nation plants are very
popular at the moment,
the high oil price makes
obtaining of difficult re-
sources lucrative and nu-
clear energy is going
through a renaissance in
many countries," he ex-
plains. 

Project Work
These kinds of proj-

ects are planned and con-
structed in Krefeld.  As a
result of the expansion in
Brazil, where mainly stan-
dard products are manu-
factured, there is more
room and time for the
main plant to fulfil individ-
ual orders; these are the
sorts of projects that
offer more opportunity for
growth.  This is where the
company's many years of
experience pay off.  In
more than 60 years,
know-how has been accu-
mulated which is now un-
paralleled anywhere else.
For example, the Schulz
Group of Companies was
already supplying compo-
nents for Germany's nu-

clear power stations as
long ago as the 1970s.
Even then these compo-
nents fulfilled the high
safety standards and this
competence is being con-
tinually developed today. 

But what use is the
best production without
good sales? That is why
the Schulz Group of Com-
panies is well established
on a global basis in this
area as well. "We're
where the action is", says
Wickenkamp.  For exam-
ple, the company has
over 17 sites worldwide.
A 15-man sales team is
active in Singapore and
the Middle East is served
from Abu Dhabi and Saudi
Arabia.  In 2007 sales of-
fices were opened in Bei-
jing and St. Petersburg. 

In Houston, Texas, for
example, the name
Schulz has been well
known for over 25 years.
Just in time for this an-
niversary Schulz opened
a new facility. In a ware-
house of about 50,000
square feet and a pipe
yard of approximately
90,000 square feet,
Schulz USA keeps pipes,
fittings and flanges in
304/L, 316/L, 317/L,
duplex and superduplex
on stock.  Welded pipes
in 10in to 24in OD com-
ing from Schulz plant in
Brazil are one of the key
items on stock.

The Schulz team in
Houston and Calgary (18
employees in total)
serves customers from
the oil- and gas sector,
chemical and petrochemi-
cal industry, water treat-
ment, nuclear industry
and many other industries
in Canada, Mexico and
the US.

A Technical Head-Start
What is the com-

pany's greatest chal-
lenge?  "We've created
the conditions for growth;
now we've got to maintain

our technical head-start
ahead of the competi-
tion," Wicken kamp ex-
pressed. To achieve this,
the Schulz Group of Com-
panies has established
its own research and de-
velopment department.  

Facts & 
Figures
Name: 
Schulz Group of 
Companies
Products: 
welded and seamless
pipes, pipe fittings,
flanges, forged fittings,   
Materials: standard
stainless steels, spe-
cial stainless steels,
high nickel alloys, du-
plex and super duplex
steels, 6 Mo grades,
super austenitics, tita-
nium alloys, clad
steels, CuNi grades
Industries: 
water treatment, oil and
gas, nuclear, chemical,
petrochemical  
Employees:
approx. 450 employees
worldwide 

☞ www.wschulz.com 

Cold Forming:
the company
specialty
"The Schulz Group of
Companies is the only
company in the world
which can hydroform
products with wall thick-
ness of up to six inches
at room temperature,"
GM Joachim Wick-
enkamp explains.  "The
great advantage of cold
forming is that the re-
sult is continually repro-
ducible, thus making it
possible to produce con-
stant quality."  As it is
hardly subjected to
heat, the consistency of
the formed materials
hardly alters – it is at
best minimal. In turn,
this guarantees the
quality of the hydroform
products and makes
them particularly suit-
able for safety-related
applications.  
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